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Summary of Recommendations 

• The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) concludes that the evidence is 
insufficient to recommend for or against routine screening for skin cancer using a 
total-body skin examination for the early detection of cutaneous melanoma, basal 
cell cancer, or squamous cell skin cancer. 
 
Rating: I recommendation. 
 
Rationale: Evidence is lacking that skin examination by clinicians is effective in reducing 
mortality or morbidity from skin cancer. The USPSTF could not determine the benefits 
and harms of periodic skin examination. (Go to Clinical Considerations for discussion of 
selected populations at high risk.)  

Reference:  http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/uspsskca.htm 
 

Supporting Documents 

Screening for Skin Cancer, April 2001 
 

Recommendations and Rationale (PDF file, 130 KB) 
Summary of Evidence (PDF file, 211 KB) 
Systematic Evidence Review (File Download, 167 KB) 

Electronic Archive: 
 
  Guide to Clinical Preventive Services, 2nd Edition 
  Screening for Skin Cancer, 1996 
Top of Page 

 

 
USPSTF Topic Index 
USPSTF Clinical Categories 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
 

http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/3rduspstf/ratings.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/ajpmsuppl/skcarr.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/ajpmsuppl/skcarr.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/ajpmsuppl/skcarr.pdf
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/ajpmsuppl/helfand1.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/ajpmsuppl/skcasum.pdf
http://hstat.nlm.nih.gov/hq/Hquest/screen/DirectAccess/db/3601
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/serfiles.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/cpsix.htm
http://hstat.nlm.nih.gov/hq/Hquest/screen/DirectAccess/db/local.gcps.cps/IHR/CH12
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/uspstopics.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/cps3dix.htm
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstfix.htm

	U.S. Preventive Services Task Force
	Skin Cancer - Screening
	
	Summary of Recommendations
	Supporting Documents



